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	Connections Professional Networking

Luncheon Friday, April 4
Petroleum Club

Lunch Buffet $18

Please RSVP by April 2 to
connectionsprofnet@gmail.com
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	April Guest Speaker

Elizabeth "EB" Brooke
Director of Planning & Design, Lafayette Central Park Inc.
The Park At The Horse Farm
The independent, non-profit, Lafayette Central Park (LCP) was created following the purchase of the property by the City of Lafayette to turn the 100-acre Horse Farm property into a world-class public park.  The board and its staff oversees the committees, contracts, and processes responsible for programming, planning, design, construction, fundraising, financing, and public relations related to the build-out of the park. LCP will enter into a long-term lease with Lafayette Consolidated Government and operate, maintain, and manage the park.

The Board of Directors is comprised of a diverse group of community-minded leaders whose mission is to develop and facilitate a transparent process for park development - seeking public input to ensure that the needs and wishes of the Lafayette community are addressed during the planning and execution phases.

Lafayette Central Park is thrilled that the two faces of community support for the campaign to save the property as a public park have joined forces to lead this next phase of the Horse Farm’s development.  David T. Calhoun, a former chairman of the Community Foundation of Acadiana (CFA) Board of Directors and instrumental in getting the CFA involved in this issue, serves as the Executive Director. Elizabeth “EB” Brooks, one of the co-founders and organizers of the community-driven “Save the Horse Farm” campaign, serves as the Director of Planning and Design.
Please bring a guest or two to join in the spirit of Networking. See you all there!!
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	PRESIDENT’S  MESSAGE    Rodlyn Cochran

Dear Connections Ladies,

At our luncheon in March, we achieved our highest attendance in years!  Nanette Heggie, our President Elect, brought the most guests.  Please remember to complete a Connection’s membership application even if you are renewing for the 2014-2015 period and bring your $36 membership dues to the next luncheon.  Please write a separate check for your membership fee.  Your membership fees go towards the UL Lafayette scholarship that is awarded annually.

Last month, we recognized two inspirational members of our community with Career Achievement awards to Nancy Mounce Cochrane and Flo Meadows.  Congratulate these ladies when you see them! 

This month, we will award two $1,000 scholarships to two women that are working on achieving their educational goals at UL Lafayette.  Please make sure to join us for the scholarship awards.

We will elect our new board for the 2014-2015 period.   It is important that you be there to recognize the new leadership for Connections.

Remember, the member that brings the most guests to the April luncheon will have their next Petroleum Club buffet meal for FREE!  Please remember to forward this newsletter to all ladies in your network (LinkedIn, Facebook) that you think will benefit from networking with us!  If you haven’t seen someone in a while, give them a call and remind them about our next luncheon.  

Focus on making some new connections at Connections Professional Networking for Women!

I am looking forward to meeting your guests and seeing YOU at the luncheon! 

Kindest Regards,
Rodlyn Cochran


We will have a drawing for a member’s business to be spotlighted in our next newsletter.  Please make sure you drop your business card for the drawing!
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Connections Election of New Board for 2014-2015 at April meeting

President - Nanette Heggie
President Elect - Deidre Detraz
Secretary - Vonda Broussard
Treasurer - June Brillhart
Membership - Mauri Robicheaux
Program - Fritzie Shoun
Public Relations - Rebecca Taylor
Newsletter - Connie Marcantel
Board Member at Large - Rodlyn Cochran
Arrangement Chair - Renee Box & Kathy Mere

Nominating Committee: Nanette Heggie, Kathy Mere, Vonda Broussard, Fritzie Shoun, June Brillhart, Cynthia Beslin, Pat Sonnier, Deidre Detraz, Mauri Robicheaux, Rodlyn Cochran and Connie Marcantel


Connections Scholarship Awards
This meeting Connections will award two $1,000 scholarships to two women that are working on achieving their educational goals at UL Lafayette.  Please make sure to join us for the presentation of these scholarship awards.

Welcome to our new and renewing Connections Members!!!
Lori Cody
The Pampered Chef/Consultant
258-9985
loricody@yahoo.com

Melissa Stutes
InterTrust Mortgage\Mortgage Broker
408-5105
Melissa@intertrustmortgage.com


"Spotlight on Business"...February

Barbara Bordelon
Home Bank
Assistant Vice President/Mortgage Lending Officer

I have been in the mortgage banking industry for 31 yrs.  Currently a Mortgage Loan Officer with Home Bank, specializing in Conventional, Government and Reverse Mortgage lending. Regular speaker with Lafayette Consolidated Government Neighborhood Counseling teaching first time home buyers the in’s and out’s of credit  card debt and  budgeting.  Active with the Realtor Association of Acadiana as an Affiliate Member.

Ph: 572-1024
Cell: 230-2005
barbara.bordelon@home24bank.com




Bring your business card and at each meeting we will draw a name. Your business will then be "Spotlighted" in the next monthly newsletter.
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$36 Annual Membership Fee (Please make seperate check)

2014 - 2015 Membership Application

New Application / Yearly Renewal (Circle One)
Date Joining/Renewal: ________________________ Publish in Yearly Directory?
Y / N Name: ________________________________________________________________
Y / N Business Name: _______________________________________________________________
Y / N Title/Position: _______________________________________________________________
Y / N Business Address: _______________________________________________________________
Y / N Business Phone: ____________________________________
Y / N Email: ______________________________________
Y / N Home Address: ___________________________________________________
Y / N Home Phone: _______________________________________________________________
BUSINESS CLASS: (Please select up to 2 categories from the list below)
_____ Administrative
_____ Advertising
_____ Business Consultant
_____ Business Services
_____ Computer Services
_____ Design
_____ Education
_____ Employment Services
_____ Entertainment
_____ Financial
_____ Food Services
_____ Funeral Services
_____ Health Services
_____ Insurance
_____ Interior Design
_____ Legal Services
_____ Marketing/Public Relations
_____ Media
_____ Mental Health Services
_____ Non Profit
_____ Nutrition
_____ Personal Services
_____ Printing
_____ Property Management
_____ Real Estate
_____ Retail
_____ Sales
_____ Signs
_____ Social Services
_____ Travel Services
_____ Volunteer Services
_____ Other: ________
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	Petroleum Club
111 Heymann Boulevard (Oil Center)
Buffet lunch $18
Please bring cash or preferred method of payment check.

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m.
Meeting begins at 12:00 Noon.

Please RSVP by noon on Wednesday, April 2. It is important that you let us know if you plan to attend.
email: connectionsprofnet@gmail.com
                                                                                           


[image: http://soundoff.bizzuka.com/editor_images/image_d2e084b1/template1/line.png]
	

Door Prizes
Thank you to our members and guests for the many door prizes donated for the March meeting.
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	Mark Your Calendar!

Connections Meeting –April  4, 2014
Networking and business card exchange begins at 11:30 a.m.
Meeting starts promptly at 12:00 noon at the Petroleum Club.

Connections Monthly Board Meeting - Tuesday, April 8 at noon...Bizzuka office. Deadline to submit articles to be included in the next Connections Newsletter – April 15.

Mark Your Calendar - Future Connections’ Meetings

May 2 , 2014
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	$1000 Connections UL Lafayette Scholarship

Connections Professional Woman's Networking Organization awards a minimum of one UL Lafayette Scholarship per year with preference given to a mature woman student between the ages of 24 and 55 - one either returning to college for a career change, or a mature first-time student. Selection is based on academic merit, cumulative GPA 2.5 or higher, and professional promise by the Connections Scholarship Committee. Should you know of a woman meeting the criteria above, please encourage her to contact the UL Lafayette Scholarship Office in Martin Hall for a Connections Scholarship Application. The deadline for submission for 2014 Scholarship Applications is rapidly approaching.
________________________________________
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	FAITH HOUSE IMMEDIATE SUPPLY NEEDS
Laundry Detergent       
Dishwashing Liquid
Lysol & Floor Cleaner
Diapers - Sizes 4 & 5
Paper Towels                                 
Towels & Washrags
Ethnic Hair care products
Sanitary products
Twin Sheets & Blankets     
Brooms & mops
Paper Plates, Utensils, Bowls, & Cups    

ITEMS NEEDED FOR WHEN WOMEN MOVE OUT OF SHELTER
Sheets/Blankets                
Carseats & Fans
Pots/Dishes/Utensils Kitchen Tables/Chairs
Furniture (Sofa, Bed, Dresser, Etc.)                     
Suitcases

Items can be brought to the Connections’ Meeting and Mary Usner will deliver them to Faith House.

Special thanks to Ms. Mary Usner for bringing these much needed items to Faith House!
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	Connections Officers

Rodlyn Cochran - President
Tammy Johnston - President Elect
Connie Marcantel – Newsletter VP
Nanette Heggie – Public Relations VP
Cynthia Beslin – Membership VP
June Brillhart – Treasurer
Susan Palumbo - Program VP
Lourdes Broussard - Secretary
Pat Sonnier – Board Member at Large and Career Achievement
Joann Pugh-Scholarship Chairperson
Cathy Mere - Arrangements Chair

CONNECTIONS is a monthly newsletter published by the members of CONNECTIONS. For consideration of all information and articles, contact Newsletter Vice President and Editor, Connie Marcantel at 406-2650 or connie@acadiana.bbb.org. If you would like to become a member of CONNECTIONS, contact Cynthia Beslin, Membership Vice-President at 232-1737 or cynthia.beslin@prudential.com.
	CONNECTIONS PURPOSE AS BY OUR CONNECTIONS CONSTITUTION

SECTION ONE: TO PROVIDE A PROFESSIONAL , EDUCATIONAL AND PERSONAL SUPPORT NETWORK FOR CAREER-ORIENTED WOMEN.

SECTION TWO: TO PROVIDE AN ARENA IN WHICH CAREER-ORIENTED WOMEN CAN MEET ONE ANOTHER.

SECTION THREE: TO PROMOTE PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF WOMEN IN THE COMMUNITY.

SECTION FOUR: TO PROVIDE MODELS FOR THE COMMUNITY.

Enjoy yourself at our meeting!!


[image: http://soundoff.bizzuka.com/editor_images/image_d2e084b1/template1/line.png]


[image: http://soundoff.bizzuka.com/editor_images/image_d2e084b1/template1/color_bar.png]




	Connections Professional Networking for Women, PO Box 51463, Lafayette, LA 70505
If you don’t want to receive emails from us anymore, click here to unsubscribe.
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